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July 26, 1996

The Editor
The International Herald Tribune

Paris, France

FAX 331-41.43.92.10

Dear Sir:

The article headlined "Planes Don't Blow Up" (IHT July 24)
is totally absurd. The sub-title "only a very well-placed
bomb could do it" is contradicted by the very last sentence
of the article, "if the engine explodes, it would break the

wing and release the fuel".

Industry professionals have known for very many years that
airliners, particularly the wide bodies, have been operating
on the ragged edge of tire technology. The criticality of
exceeding tire temperature limits during heavily-laden, high
speed take-off rolls, is not at all unusual. A pot-holed JFK
airport runway would severely exacerbate the hot tire condition
which could initiate a fire as the wheels retracted into close
proximity to hydraulic lines, fuel 1lines and full fuel tanks.
An exploding tire has tremendous force and quite conceivably
could rupture the hydraulic 1lines, fuel lines and the fuel
tank itself, thereby culminating in the fireball explosion
seen by the eye witnesses. The ignition of 48,000 gallons

of fuel needs no further explanation.

I suggest that the haste to pin the TWA crash on a terrorist
bomb is a cop-out, and an attempted cover-up of the irresponsible
practice of hanging engines and landing gear on fuel tank
supporting structure in combination with excessively high
take-off speeds on over-stressed tires. Advanced design
technology which eliminates this deficiency has been available
for decades but vested interests have prevented it from being

made available to the traveling public.

My assessment as above is based upon my experience as a pilot
since 1939, which includes parachuting safely on two separate

occasions from burning flight-test aircraft.
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Sin ly yours,

N

//

‘thlmérs Goodlin
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-rlme Securlty
" The crash of TWA thht 800

" ought to serve as a wake-up call to -

- the United States. Tighter airport
security is needed. We in Israel

unfortunately have had much ex- -
. perience with terrorism; as a res- .
- ult,.security on El Al has become - ~
. second to none worldwide. - ..:sert” (July24): i
.- All U.S: airports should be re-:
. known for very many years.

- airliners;. particularly ' the -

* ‘quired to ‘institute secunty
. cedures such as these:"

“»ve All check-in luggage nlust
" be opened and carefully searched

.Je'

" by trained’ mrport ‘security, per-.

sonnel ,!v,'.’-; F Yl A:.

' 'v.""quired to pay a $lO airport tax

with every ticket, which would "
cover much of the cost of the
hmcreased secunty measures.

:DAVID FROEHLICH.
_ Rehovot, Israel
Regardmg‘ “‘Planes Don'’t

Blow Up," Aviation Experts (fls-
3)2

*Industry professlonals ‘have '

wlde»
_bodies;- have been' operating’ on
‘the ragged edge " of “tire ‘tech-

nology. Itis not umisualtoexceed
s tire - temperature "limits * during'

"~ e All passengers mastbe care- heavily laden, lngh speed take

. fully checked with detectors be: T “offs. -
R ST }Jotholed runway * would ~

:L

- fore boarding. ~ v

- .. ® All passengers must be asked

- a series of questions to deter-
mine whether they are carrying
weapons or potentially hazardous
materials, or have accepted any-'
thing from anyone prior to de-
parture. ‘

- Such steps will greatly incon- "
venience the flying public. They
will cause long delays, require

_ travelers to arrive at airports hours

-~ before departure-and cost a gre

bwa% T TN

“Passengers taking “Guick busi:'
ness trips should be encouraged to
take ‘only carry-onlu gage, which
an be checked quickly “with ex-
1st1ng security devices. Those tak-

ing longer trips should be limited -
to no more than two pieces of

luggage. Passengers should be re-

severe exacerbate the hot tire
conditlon which could initiate a
fire as the wheels retracted into

close proximity to hydraulic lines, .

fuel lines and full fuel tanks.
An exploding tire has tremen-.
. dous force and quite conceivably

_ could rupture the lines and the

fuel tank itself, culminating in a

fireball explosion — the ignition
. of 48,000 gallons of fuel needs no

XA am fk’",jl‘gf Egg,ﬂé},tﬂy%ed’iiﬂ’tﬂy‘

expetience as a pilot since 1939

* which includes parachuting safely

on two occasions from bummg

ﬂlght-test aircraft.

' " CHALMERS H. GOODLIN.
Coral Gables, Florida.

" Lack

Regarding “Airlines

' g'ommon Secunty Rules" (July
5):
How do, or should, airlines deal

** with the situation in which a pas-
* senger has barely made his con-
" necting flight and has therefore

_ left his checked luggage behind at
‘the connecting airport? -

b Obkusly, the passenger is in

)sition to identify his luggage

as 1t is loaded on the next flight
" out, Meanwhile, airlines do have
 the ‘tesponsibility to deliver lug-
! ' gage to the passenger at lns ul-

tl_mate destmanon :

M;p;y ,;.‘
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