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Parts Failure Seen in Mexican Crash

By RICHARD WITKIN

Tnvestigators seeking the cause of
the March 31 crash of a Mexican

jetliner have found sirong wmtn:e

that i1 eould have been causad

plosion in a wheel well for the I:lg
—- gear, luu-di.n;.m sources close to the
:m-—

-.wuuldnwﬂ‘ 11 k
a mechanical problem with m mr
bly an exploding tite, than by a
h or nther lerm ‘s device, they
tors that nor-

lo sa

, due ul explosives or nem.nle patterns of
® structural rupture, have been detected
so far, the informants added.

flight to Los Angeles, with two domes-
tic intermediate stops, when the crew
decinred an emergency and asked per-

|
takeoff point. Minutes later the zrnm
on fire and shedding debris, smashed
into a 8,000-foot mountain 100 miles
northwest of the capital. All 166 people
on board were killed.

" A senior Mexican aviatlon official
said last week thal the crash had ap-
parently been caused by an explosion

—bur “cautioned that: not
known to determine if sabotage was In-
wvolved. -

— Altention was lnitially directed to the |

w—m—mhr—
sources said, by identifiable parts that

fell . from the plane miles before the

crashslie., =~ & gl
:r?lm_ln:ly_m_l and a P.vurnu-
ic-system component, both Trom a |
whee! well into wmch 'Ihe main landing

sources reporied. ﬁﬁ a Boeing

wheel-wells for the main gear are in l:hlr

hrll ut the under (
Blllll,ll.l.‘l':'lllﬂlhh paw:-:'
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1 | Tricréasing pressure (ns

found some seven (o nine miles back
alonig™ the plane‘s—MHght™ path; the
sources added, A wingpanel from.near
the wheel well was said 1o have fallen
to earth as much as 35 miles back.
The suspicions about the gear area
were sirengthened when it was learned
'Wilh'r.iheel"brl!t'm
l[m.' a

It was thought :Eh might hnwe

heen after the trip from Chicago that
the plane had made just before taking

report said that when the pilot
{ook re ulll;* the tnmlajlin-;-E :huk:
maneuvering on the ground ra
remained pl‘nl engaged.

pecu .
ing in this fashion would have over.
eated dudmt taxiing and taking off

from Mexico City, The abnormal heat,
ide the tire as
exiernal pressure decreased with alil-
tude, could have caused the tire to ex-

ﬂrr- But, as one mp-lrl noted on
ot ll'lu)s -~

e

Alrcraft tires normally have a num-
ber of “‘luse plugs™ to &ct as safery
valves. They should out of a tire
surface when internal pressure bullds
toa certain point and ( a
huge increase in pressure |
produce a dangerous explosion of the

*The scenario Ibuut a tiru uplulnn
makes some sense,”” said one authori-
tative inform only problem |s

ignited.”” The inquiry has established
Ihl:t o severe lire broke oul on the
plane.

] &

explosions did not cause any fires. One
Iimnﬂtthlnkln inthe Mexican accident
ia that, | b was involved, the |
Jheencauced by 4 gpark .
igniting fuel from a ruptured fuel tank
or hyrdraulic fuid sprayed from a

punctured hydraulic line,




