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MEXICO CITY, May 22 — A fire
cauadbyth&aﬂplusimn'l‘atnrt in the
landing gear was the cause of the crash
March 31 of @ Mexicana Airlines Boe-
ing 727 in Eentral Mexico, which killed
all 167 pediple aboard, thehlujunﬂw-
emment said tonight.

~ An announcement by the

and Communications

p3aid.4_seven week investigation
team of-Mexican aviation bgad
ruled outthe possibility that explosives
had caused the accident.
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14 minutes-after the

Hew York Trrmea

flighf left Mexico City en route '
Puerto Vallaria, Mazatldn and Los Ap-
geles, ruptured fuel, hydeaulic and
electrical lines and air conditioning-
duma‘lhtpamdnmﬂnwlul welll -

Sufficient heat was present in the
wheel well to ignite the jet fuel that ap-

parently was olt of the rup-—
turad ft:t!lilinﬂ i!t.uid-—'-——‘“

The m vé been
such tire but that

this was the first to cause a fatal crash,
. The in said there were in-
dicalions the was caused by
overheating of brakes.




